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Study on the function of Coastal Forests against Tsunami induced

by Great Earthquakes like Tokai, Tonankai and Nankai Earthquakes
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The 2011 off the pacific coast of Tohoku earthquake caused the extensive damage along the coast of Tohoku

area facing the Pacific Ocean with tsunami. Not only Tohoku area facing the Pacific Ocean but also any

coastal areas in Japan are under threat of heavy disasters due to earthquakes and tsunamis. It has been

clarified that the coastal forestation is effective to reduce the damage due to tsunami by our previous studies

on the coast of Sendai plain. In this study, a few indexes for effectiveness of the forestation against the

disaster due to tsunami is deduced from existing data derived by the field investigations and is extended to

other coastal afforested areas in Japan.
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